


ANNUAL
GATHERING
August 1, 2025
Virtual Meeting



WELCOME 
Karen Braman
 Chair



Brief Remark – 
Outgoing Chair

20XX

Brandan Kennedy
Immediate Past Chair



Nomination Committee 
Report + Recognition of 
Outgoing Officers

Amanda Applegate
Nomination Committe Chair

• Amanda Applegate, IKC Past Chair

• Brandan Kennedy, IKC Chair

• Stephania Lopez, IKC Education and Awareness Co-Chair

Thank
 you!

Nomination Committee



OUTGOING OFFICERS

Treasurer / Secretary

Kimberly Whitaker, RN
Health Equity Team Chair

Jaclyn Miller, MLSW
Policy Team Chair
Heather Braum, MLS



TRANSITIONING OFFICERS 

Chair to 
Immediate Past Chair

Brandan Kennedy, 
MD, FAAP, FABPM

Incoming Chair to 
Chair
Karen Braman, RPh, 
MS

Immediate Past Chair to 
At-Large Representative
Amanda Applegate, 
PharmD, BCACP

Assumed additional role: 
Secretary-Treasurer

Sarah Good, MHA



Thank you to our past Board Members for your service, 
and welcome, incoming Board Members!

Position 2024-2025 Board Member 2025-2026 Board Member
Chair Brandan Kennedy, MD, FAAP, FABPM Karen Braman, RPh, MS

Chair Elect Karen Braman, RPh, MS Anne Zijac

Immediate Past Chair Amanda Applegate, PharmD, BCACP Brandan Kennedy, MD, FAAP, FABPM

Treasurer/Secretary Kimberly Whitaker, RN
Sarah Good, MHAImproved Systems Performance Team 

Chair
Sarah Good, MHA

Policy Team Chair Heather Braum, MLS Shelby Ostrom, MPA

Education and Awareness Team Chair 
and Co-Chair

Elizabeth Morris, BSN, RN, CPN Stephania Lopez, BS
Elizabeth Morris, BSN, RN, CPN

Health Equity Team Chair Jaclyn Miller, LMSW Debbie Nuss

KDHE Representative Jaime Gabel, MPH Jaime Gabel, MPH

At Large Stephania Lopez, BS (also served as E&A 
Team Co-Chair)

Amanda Applegate, PharmD, BCACP
Edward Lyon, DO



Welcome New Officers!
Meet Your 2025-2026 
IKC Board
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Karen Braman
Chair



Chair-Elect

Anne Zijac
Policy Team Chair
Shelby Ostrom, 
MPA

Health Equity Team Chair

Debbie Nuss

INCOMING OFFICERS

At-Large Representative

Edward (Eddie) Lyon, 
DO



2025-2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair

Karen Braman, RPh, 
MS

Immediate Past Chair

Brandan Kennedy, 
MD, FAAP, FABPM

Chair Elect

Anne Zijac

Secretary-Treasurer 
& Improved Systems 
Performance Team Chair

Sarah Good, MHA

Health Equity 
Team Chair

Debbie Nuss

Policy Team Chair

Shelby Ostrom, 
MPA

Education and 
Awareness Team Chair 
Elizabeth Morris, 
BSN, RN, CPN

KDHE Representative

Jaime Gabel, MPH

Education & Awareness 
Co-Chair & At-Large 

Stephania Lopez, BS

At-Large 

Amanda Applegate, 
PharmD, BCACP

At-Large

Edward Lyon, DO



FISCAL AGENT UPDATE

Sarah Good
Secretary-Treasurer



HIGHLIGHTS OF 
IKC RESOURCES & 
ACTIVITIES

Please note: These are 
just a few! 

There is so much more 
on our website and 

shared on social media.





July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025 (unless otherwise noted)

Reach & Engagement Stats

Digital resources 
downloaded by users

6,207

Website
Visits: 72, 301
Unique Visitors: 17,058
Most viewed page:
Measles/MMR webpage with 
5,674 views

153,134
# Reached on social media

155,288
Views on Facebook & 
Instagram*
*December 2024-June 2025

Total followers on 
social media

Email list subscribers

979872
Posts on social media

Facebook and 
Instagram page visits

5,610

2,666
1399

476

334

457



AUGUST IS
National Immunization Awareness Month 
(NIAM) & Back-to-School Season

Join us in sharing about the importance of immunizations during 
the month of August! Share using our resources on IKC's National 
Immunization Awareness Month (NIAM) webpage.

Do you have NIAM 
resources? Share them 
with us and we’ll 
include them on our 
social media channels! 



Shutting the Door on HPV Cancers
Education Module
Make HPV vaccination part of every preteen & 
teens back-to-school wellness visit

This is a 0.5-hour Continuing Education (CE) activity. CE is available 
for physicians, pharmacists, physician assistants, and nurse practitioners.

Refresh your HPV vaccination knowledge. Learn how  to:

• Explain why HPV vaccine is important enough to be routinely 
recommended for young people (i.e., HPV cancer prevention).

• Give an HPV vaccination recommendation that is effective and 
succinct using the same way, same day approach to the 
introduction of HPV vaccine.

• Answer the most frequently asked questions about HPV vaccine 
accurately and succinctly.



Measles/MMR Resource Page

• Protect Against Measles Campaign – includes downloadable flyers and 

social media graphics with ready-to-use captions

• Ask A Doctor Video Series –Kansas pediatricians answer frequently asked 

questions from parents

• Interactive Outbreak Map – shows current measles activity in Kansas and 

across the U.S.

• Trusted Guidance – resources tailored for both healthcare providers and 

parents

• MMR Vaccine Recommendations – up-to-date information on timing, 

dosing, and outbreak situations

• …and more tools to support measles education and outreach!

Viewers will find: 



Ask a Doctor Video Series

• A series that consists of short-format videos 

designed for platforms like Instagram, 

Facebook, TikTok, and YouTube.

• Pediatricians address real questions that parents 

are asking, tackling questions related to 

measles, the MMR vaccine, and vaccine safety. 

• Share with parents or the public!



Diseases & Real-Life 
Consequences Card
• Highlights 15 vaccine-preventable 

diseases and their serious, sometimes 

life-threatening complications

• Clear, easy-to-read format for patients, 

parents, and public health outreach

• Perfect for clinics, schools, and 

community events



#KansasFightsFlu

Viewers will find: 

• Flu toolkits and messaging resources for healthcare 
providers and public health outreach – focusing on college 
students, pregnant women, adults, and more

• Flu surveillance in Kansas and across the US
• KDHE's Influenza Vaccine Dashboard
• Collegiate Flu Challenge – follow along as participating 

Kansas colleges raise the rates of flu vaccination on campus
• IKC's Preventing Flu Module
• IKC received a grant from Seqirus to advance flu 

outreach and materials this fall
• And more!





KDHE 
KANSAS IMMUNIZATION 
PROGRAM UPDATE
Becky Prall & Allison Zaldivar
KDHE



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

United States Measles Data – As of July 29, 2025

www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

United States Measles Data – As of July 29, 2025

www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Kansas Measles Data – Statewide Kansas Overview

www.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Kansas Measles Data – Southwest KS Outbreak Data

www.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data

Most cases among patients 
younger than 11 years (n=59, 
68%)

Majority of cases among 
unvaccinated individuals (n=75, 
86%)

Majority of cases reside in Gray 
(n=29, 32%) followed by Haskell 
(n=19, 22%)

Eight hospitalizations reported



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansanswww.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data

Kansas Measles Data – County Maps of Cases & Total



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansanswww.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data

Kansas Measles Data – MMR Vaccine Guidance



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Kansas Measles Data – Public Exposure Locations

www.kdhe.ks.gov/2314/Measles-Data



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

KDHE Measles Resources

Available at: kdhe.ks.gov/Measles



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

KDHE Measles Resources

Available at: kdhe.ks.gov/Measles



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

CDC’s Be Ready for Measles Toolkit

• Toolkit meant for public health professionals 
to use when preparing for or responding to 
measles cases.

• Information included:
• Sample letters, line lists, and investigation forms
• Fact sheets, flyers, and social media graphics
• Information for providers

Available at: cdc.gov/measles/php/toolkit/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/php/toolkit/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/php/toolkit/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/php/toolkit/index.html


To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

ACIP Meeting and Recommendations

CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Concludes Meeting with Joint Statement | CDC Newsroom

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2025/2025-cdcs-advisory-committee-on-immunization-concludes-meeting-with-joint-statement.html


To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Nirsevimab Early Orders for VFC Providers

RSV Immunization Guidance for Infants and Young Children | RSV | CDC

Important Ordering Information:

• Orders open August 1, 2025, in KSWebIZ.

• The CDC is allocating doses to Kansas in phases. New supply will arrive every two weeks.

• To ensure fair and appropriate distribution, providers may receive fewer doses than requested 
if large quantities are ordered.

• Please order only the doses needed for your eligible population. Over-ordering may result in 
expired or wasted doses, which impacts the entire program’s availability and sustainability.

• Nirsevimab is currently recommended to be administered from October through March.

https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/infants-young-children.html


To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Regional Immunization Nurse Updates

Regional Immunization Nurse County Map_June_2025

Questions:

KDHE.ImmConsultant@ks.gov

877-296-0464 

https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/23162/KIP---VFC-Regional-Map?bidId=
mailto:KDHE.ImmConsultant@ks.gov


IMMUNIZATION 
POLICY UPDATE
Shelby Ostrom
IKC Policy Team Chair



Federal
• The Senate committee approved CDC Director candidate Dr. Susan Monarez; she will still 

need to be confirmed by the full senate

• Secretary Kennedy dismissed all ACIP members and replaced them with known vaccine 
skeptics 

• Removed thimerosal from yearly flu vaccines; could impact availability as flu vaccines have 
already been produced 

• HHS/ACIP removed recommendation for children and pregnant people to get COVID-19 
vaccines; concerns over VFC and other insurance carriers covering them

• On June 7th, Secretary Kennedy hired David Geier to review vaccine safety data. Geier is an 
anti-vaccine activist; more information to come on this issue. 

• MAHA Report: several non-attributable references and most likely written by AI 

• ACIP adopted recommendations for RSV vaccines for older adults and a new 
meningococcal vaccine after a two-month delay

• PRWORA Notice from HHS went out in July. This document outlined the interpretation 
changes for “federal public benefits”. Does not currently impact vaccines, but COULD in the 
future



State

• KDHE staff cuts; direct changes to immunization program 

• Funding shifts for public health and vaccines 

• Office of Early Childhood legislation went into effect on July 1 



Great places to get information

• Your Local Epidemiologist 

• Center for Science in the Public Interest

• Vaccinate Your Family 

• Voices for Vaccines



Clinical Perspective on 
the State of 
Immunizations and 
Vaccine-Preventable 
Diseases
Brandan Kennedy
Immediate Past Chair



Immunize Kansas Coalition 
Clinical Status Update

Brandan Kennedy, MD, 
Clinical Professor of Pediatrics

Pediatric Hospitalist and Clinical Informaticist



Measles Update
As of July 22, 2025, a total of 1,319 confirmed* 
measles cases were reported by 40 jurisdictions: 
Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, New York City, New York State, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, and Wyoming.

There have been 29 outbreaks reported in 2025, 
compared to 16 outbreaks during 2024

Kansas as of July 30th, 90 cases in 12 counties 
confirmed.



Measles in Canada
• 4,200 measles cases so far this year

• Impact:
Alberta has 1600 recorded cases in a 
population of 5 million people.  If US 
measles vaccination rates drop to this level 
this would translate to a possible 544,000 
cases in our population of 340 million 
people!

• Very high vaccine hesitancy in 
Alberta

• Canada’s vaccine rate against 
measles in 2021 was 79%. Alberta 
71%.



What can we do?
ACIP (Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices) was formed 
in 1972 as an independent panel of experts to educate the federal 
government on vaccines. The committee —composed of experts 
including pediatricians, geriatricians, infectious disease doctors, 
immunologists and vaccinologists…all members fired by RF Kennedy, 
with about ½ of the replacements known to be vaccine skeptics

The Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy (CIDRAP) at 
the University of Minnesota considering new vaccine integrity 
project outside government.

CIDRAP is now consulting with multiple medical organizations 
and public health groups — including the AAP, the American 
Academy of Family Physicians, the American College of 
Physicians, the American Pharmacists Association, the National 
Foundation for Infectious Diseases, as well as insurance 
providers — to discuss vaccine recommendations.

The American Academy of Pediatrics has called the new ACIP 
members a “radical departure” from the committee’s mission of 
protecting kids.

AAP files law suit against RF Kennedy over vaccine policies

https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/32379/AAP-New-CDC-vaccine-advisers-a-radical-departure?autologincheck=redirected


What Can we do?

• Regionally: Continue to collaborate with our 
local medical organizations including the 
Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment, Kansas Hospital Association, The 
Kansas Chapter of the AAP, and many other 
community partners in Advocacy and driving 
change 

• Nationally: The American Academy of Pediatrics 
recently updated their Policy statement on July 
28, 2025:  Medical vs Nonmedical Immunization 
Exemptions for Child Care and School Attendance: 
Policy Statement

• Locally: Continue to educate our community 
through collaboration, education, social media, 
and conversation with friends and neighbors 
with resources to address the myths around 
vaccines

• WE NEED YOU !!!!
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PARTNER SHARING AND 
COALITION DISCUSSION 
• How are you navigating the updated approach 

to immunizations by the CDC and HHS?

• How are you promoting MMR vaccines and 
sharing about measles through your 
organization or in your community?

• What is everyone doing for back-to-school and 
national immunization awareness month 
(NIAM)?

• Other immunization resources, successes, or 
challenges you would like to highlight or 
discuss with this group



Reminders & 
Closing 
Karen Braman
 Chair

Next Meeting
Friday, Nov. 7, 2025

9:30 a.m.
Virtual 
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